














AArraappaahhooee--DDoouuggllaass--EEllbbeerrtt 
 MMeeddiiccaall SSoocciieettyy 

&& CCOOPPIICC CCoommppaanniieess 
Proudly introduces … 

 

SSkkoollnniikk  
TTrraannssppaarreennccyy AAcctt 

Legal Risk Management 

Presenter: Anne Cox 
Learning Objectives: 

1.   Introduce the audience to the requirements of the Act. 
2.   Become familiar with the scope of disclosures required. 

3.   Understand the disclosure process. 
4.   Become clear about enforcement mechanisms. 
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Cherry Hills Country Club  
4125 S. University Blvd., Englewood, CO 80113  

6:30pm – 8:00pm 
Appetizers Provided 

     1 (one) COPIC ERS point available 

Your RSVP is requested no later than 
Monday, November 3rd to 303-761-2887 or 

dsandoval@ademedicalsociety.org  
 

Fax Back your RSVP to:  303-761-4172 

Name_________________________________________________ 
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DUAL TRACKS
Pulmonary

Dyspnea 
Cardiac Insights
Personalized Medicine
Chronic Infection
COPD

Allergy & Immunology
Phenotypic Markers
Chronic Sinusitis and Asthma
Refractory Asthma
Obesity and Asthma
Vocal Cord Dysfunction

Plenary Session with a focus on Women’s Health.

Featuring Case-Based Workshops on Adherence, Asthma (adult and pediatric),  
Food Allergy, Pulmonary Disease, Genomics and Proteomics.

NATIONAL JEWISH HEALTH CONFERENCE CO-CHAIRS

Register now to interact with the world’s leading specialists in a casual setting.
To view the full agenda or to register please visit  

www.nationaljewish.org/keystone or call 800.844.2305. 

* U.S. News & World Report

Bring your patient care to new heights.
Continuing Medical Education on Pulmonary, Asthma, Allergy and Immunology Topics 

from the #1 Respiratory Hospital in the U.S.*

31st Annual National Jewish Health

Pulmonary & Allergy Update
at Keystone Resort, Colorado | February 4-7, 2009

photo courtesy of Dan Davis / Vail Resorts

CME Credits: 15.75, CE Nursing Contact Hours: 16.2

Erwin Gelfand, MD
Chairman, Department of Pediatrics
Professor of Pediatrics

Richard Martin, MD
Chairman, Department of Medicine
Professor of Medicine

Harold Nelson, MD
Professor of Medicine

In its current form, which is already law for those currently applying for a Colorado Medical License,
many aspects of it are both unduly burdensome and unfair.  There is no threshold disclosure floor for invest-
ments.   There is no time limitation for disclosures related to malpractice, criminal, or board actions.

I encourage all physicians to become familiar with the contents of this Act.  There have been discus-
sions at the September CMS Annual Meeting in Keystone and also at Council on Legislation, to request the
legislature to modify this Act.  If this is to be, it must occur early in this legislative session.  I encourage each of
you to become familiar with these requirements and express your opinions to your legislators, CMS leadership
and lobbying team.  Ms. Edie Sonn, Director of Public Relations, Colorado Medical Society is directing these
efforts.  She is interested in hearing your concerns and I encourage you to call or email her at 720-858-6327 
or edie_sonn@cms.org.  

Perhaps it is fair for the public to request this information.  If that is the case, then what other type of
information should be disclosed?  No other profession is required to provide such extensive disclosures.   Is
that fair to us?  The responsibilities related to the practice of medicine are complex and impose real burdens
on physicians and their families.   Will the public have the ability to accurately assess and judge this informa-
tion in a manner which is meaningful for them and fair to us?  

Should other professional and industry disclosures also be required?  Should contingency fees in 
medical malpractice or other types of liability cases be required to be publicly disclosed?  Should salaries of
insurance executives and administrators as well as profit margins be as accessible?  Should advertising budg-
ets, profit margins, and perks in the pharmaceutical and medical device industries be disclosed?  That perhaps
would serve the public interest.  Such transparency would certainly be in consumer’s interest as much as the
disclosures of the Skolnik Act.  

Should physicians have access to greater information regarding patients’ history of drug seeking 
behaviors, failure to pay previous health care related bills, previous litigation for personal injury, medical 
malpractice, etc.?  Do we always have all the information we deserve about the patients we treat?  When we
don’t, are we not risking medical-legal, financial, and administrative exposures for ourselves?

Of further concern, Ms. Kari Hershey attorney for the Colorado Medical Society suggests that in future
malpractice actions physicians should expect disclosures that appear on the BME website will be cited and
used against physicians in future liability cases.

Familiarize yourself with this Act and take time to communicate your concerns.  Presuming there was
real negligence in the Skolnik case, we all must endeavor to prevent tragedies like this from occurring.  But we
also have rights, and our concerns should be considered.   While some disclosures of the Skolnik Act are
difficult to argue with, what is truly best for patients is a system which requires disclosures that are directly
related to a physician’s ability to practice, but permits competent physicians to have the peace of mind to do
the best job they can for the public.

ADEMS in conjunction with COPIC Insurance company will hold a second educational seminar on 

The Michael Skolnik Transparency Act
November 5, 2008

Cherry Hills Country Club 
6:30 -8:00pm

If you would like to learn more about this Act, please plan on attending.  
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October 14 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm COPIC Lawsuit Stress Support Session
COPIC office

October 21    5:30 pm - 6:30 pm ADEMS Finance Committee
ADEMS office

October 21 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm ADEMS Board
ADEMS office

October 31 Happy Halloween!

November 5 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm The Michael Skolnik Transparency Act
Cherry Hills Country Club

November 10 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm Retired and Retiring Physician Luncheon
Swedish Medical Center (Spruce C)

November 11 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm ADEMMA
Littleton Adventist Hospital (Conf Room 1&2)

November 18 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm ADEMS Board of Directors

November 27 Happy Thanksgiving
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The Michael Skolnik Transparency Act

The Michael Skolnik Medical Transparency Act goes into
effect for currently practicing physicians with the next renewal cycle
for medical licenses May 2009.  The act requires increased physi-
cian disclosures, including all prior malpractice actions, board of
medical examiner actions, any previous criminal actions, medically
related business interests or investments, crimes of moral turpitude,
et al.  A complete listing of the required disclosures can be found on
DORA’S website http://www.dora.state.co.us/medical/physicianprofile.htm.
Additional information can be found in Copiscope May 2008, issue
143.

This act arose out of the unfortunate case of Michael Skolnik,
who passed away as a result of medical negligence alleged by his
family and settled in an apparent medicalegal case, whose terms
remain confidential.    The exact details of the alleged negligence
have never been fully released.  Of note according to Mr. Nick
Ghiselli, legal counsel for COPIC, the Colorado Board of Medical
Examiners took no adverse action against the involved physician
after reviewing the case. The purported intent of this law is to permit
the public to be better-informed consumers as they select their heath
care professionals.  Ms. Patty Skolnik indicated that had she known
the involved physician had a pending malpractice action, she would
have sought additional opinions for her son.  It is unclear whether
this bill would have achieved that end at the time Michael Skolnik
was treated, or would provide truly useful information to consumers
now.  

The balance between the public’s right to information as con-
sumers and physician’s right to privacy is a difficult one.  Physicians
already undergo rigorous credentialing processes by the BME and
DORA, their hospitals and insurance carriers.  While presumptively
well intended, this bill creates yet another burden for physicians.
More time, more paperwork, and still greater distraction from our
patients and families.

continued on page 2


